3$S                                  LOTH AIR.

spoken to them, they answered that she had said, " Let
these flowers bo kept in remembrance of me ; they will
never fade." And truly, though months had elapsed, these
flowers had never faded, and, after the procession of yester-
day, they were placed under crystal in the chapel of the
Blessed Virgin in the Jesuit church of St. George of
Cappadocia, and may be seen every day, and will bo seen
for ever in primeval freshness.

4 This is the truthful account of what really occurred
with respect to this memorable event, and as it was ascer-
tained by a Consulta of the Holy Office, presided over by
the Cardinal Prefect himself. The Holy Office is most
severe in its inquisition of the truth, and though it well
knows that the Divine presence never leaves His Church,
it is most scrupulous in its investigations whenever any
miraculous interposition is alleged. It was entirely by its
exertions that the somewhat inconsistent and unsatisfactory
evidence of the porter of the gate, in the first instance, was
explained, cleared, arid established; the whole chain of
evidence worked out; all idle gossip and mere rumours
rejected; and the evidence obtained of above twenty wit-
nesses of all ranks of life, some of them members of the
learned profession, a^d others military officers of undoubted
honour and veracity, who witnessed the first appearance of
the stranger at the Pellegrini, and the undoubted fact of
the halo playing round her temples.

* The Consulta of the Holy Office could only draw one
inference, sanctioned by the Holy Father himself, as to the
character of the personage who thus deigned to appear
and interpose; and no wonder that in the great function
of yesterday, the eyes of all Rome were fixed upon Lothair
aa the most favoured of living men.'

Ho himself now felt as one sinking into an unfathomable
abyss.    The despair came over him that involves a man
in a hopeless contest with a remorseless power.